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In late September 1954, it was learned that the harbor pllots' office for Riga

was located in Riga and not in Daugavgriva cr Muehlengraben., Pilots must be
summoned from Riga by radio. Pilots come on tugboats to the ships which wait

at the leading buoys,and it was observed that three border guards : accom-

pany the pilots, By order of Riga port authorities, all cameras and binoculars
must be placed under lock and seal while ships are in Riga, 25X 1

The Inflot office in Riga has headquarters in a house at the intersection of
Ikeporta iela and Fabriciusa laukums. Since August 1954,Aleksandr Tsorapov,

a Russian, who formerly was known to be Inflot manager in Riga, was only deputy
manager. Since that day another man, who,according to hls own atatements,had
previously held a position in Murmansk has been appointed in charge of the Inflot
office in Riga, This man had attended a three-months' course in Moscow, The
personnel of the Riga office consisted of three water clerks, two of whom were
Latvians and one a Russidn, and one girl secretary. The way from the export
harbor to the offige of Inflot was along Bkesporta lela as far as Fabri-
ciusa laukums corner., Street car lines 3 and 5 pass along Eksporta lela,
Inflot's office was located in a five-storybuilding carrying a large, 1 by 0.5
meter ,blue signboard on the right side of the entrance door,which bore the in-
scription (in Latin and Cyrillic letters): “Janus Kara Kommandantura® At the
side of the .signboard was a white flag with a narrow blue stripe at the lower
edge,as in the naval ensign, and a red hammer-and-sickle emblem surmounted by
a star in the first canton. An information office with a porter was on the
left side and & signboard indicating the firm office in the bullding was on
the right side. The Inflot office was on the second floor, and i1t was imnos-
sible to identify the other offices in the building, in particular the komend-
atura. A stevedore firm had offices in the fifth story, |
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‘ Vodnyy Iransport , the

shipping periodical containing almost all movements of the Soviet merchant fleet,
was seen in the office.

The unloading of cargoes,which was quite satisfactory in late September because of
émployment of numerous longshoremen, fell off rapidly during the first days of

October and a shortage of workers also gradually set in, |

the contents of the messages seemed to be of exclusive baiting,because the
a ude of the longshoremen working aboard ships grew entirely repulsive to for-
eign crews., While a total oi not less than 760 tons was unloaded from one ship on
one day, the unloading of 3,240 tons from the same ship took eight full days. The
captain's incessant protests against the slow unloading were of no av~il. State-
ments to the effect that there was a serious shortage of longshoremen were re-
futed as being inconsistent with the fact that men between 18 and 40 years of age
and wearing civilian clothes underwent military drill in the nearby park in the
morning and afternoon hours. The stiff search of ships on completion of the un-
loading operations as well as before the departure was undoubtedly the result of
this balting campaign.

On 29 September, the Soviet ships moored in the Export Harbor included M/S NIKOLAY
NEKRASOV, a new vessel of 1,712 GRT, and S/S STREINA, 1,945 GRT, berthed at the
coaling pier, AT 0730 on 3 October, Soviet M/S DRUZHBA put into port with cargo.

She was an ultra-modern ship of about 800 GRT,
[ At 1600 on 7 October, S ng

NOVOSIBIRSK,carrying 3,000 tons of salted herring arrived from Iceland, On € Oc-
tober, Soviet 3/S GENERAL CHERNYAKHOVSKIY, 400 GRT. was seen berthed at the export
quay. Threa medium-sized Soviet freighters,? L were moored in

Andre josta.. A longshoreman stated that they have been laid up there for a compar-
atively long time,

S-E-C-R-.E.T

Approved For Release 2008/02/27 : CIA-RDP80-00810A005900570003-5

25X1

25X1

25X1

25X1

25X1

25X1



